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Circular Letter 0024/2010
To: Management Authorities of Second Level Schools

Junior and Leaving Certificate Mathematics

Building on the work of Project Maths which began in 24 schools in September 2008,
revised programmes in Mathematics at junior and senior cycle will be introduced on a
phased basis in all schools beginning in 2010/11. The reforms are designed to encourage
better understanding of mathematics, to reinforce its practical relevance to everyday life,
and to ensure better continuity between primary and second level, and junior and senior
cycle. The main features of Project Maths are designed to

provide a bridging framework from the revised primary curriculum into second level
give a greater emphasis to the understanding of mathematical concepts and the
application of mathematical skills and knowledge

contribute to the development of higher order thinking skills, including logical
reasoning and problem solving

encourage greater take-up at Higher Level

provide a solid foundation which prepares students for careers in science, technology,
engineering, business or humanities options

Project Maths provides for a professional development model under which change will be
implemented in various areas of maths on a phased basis. The curriculum will be phased in
over three years covering the following five strands of mathematics:

Phase 1: Strand 1 statistics and probability; Strand 2 geometry and trigonometry

Phase 2: Strand 3 number; Strand 4 algebra

Phase 3: functions

The following schedule will apply to implementation of Phase 1:

Phase Syllabus 24 Project Schools 24 Project  All Schools All Schools
strands Commence Schools Commence Changed
Changed Exams
Exams
1 1+2 Sept. 2008 JC 2011 September 2010 JC 2013
LC 2010 LC 2012



Professional development

A Project Maths Development Team has been appointed and will be in continuing contact
with your school regarding a comprehensive programme of professional development for
teachers. This support service is being hosted by Drumcondra Education Centre. Support will
be provided on a rolling basis as each strand of the curriculum is implemented, and will
continue until at least 2013. Some €5m is being invested in this area in 2010 as part of the
ongoing investment.

In addition to the training being provided nationally, a course of regional workshops on using
ICT to teach Strands 1 and 2 of Maths is now available in collaboration with the National
Centre for Technology in Education. In addition, the National Centre of Excellence in Maths
and Science Teaching and Learning in the University of Limerick and the Project Maths
Development Team have trained local facilitators to provide additional workshops on Strand
1: Probability and Statistics. Details of the dates and venues for these courses are on
www.projectmaths.ie

Syllabuses

Draft syllabuses for a Common Introductory Course at the start of junior cycle, and for
Strands 1, 2, 3 and 4, are available on the NCCA website at www.ncca.ie. In addition,
student resource materials are available at this site for Strands 1 and 2. The Project Maths
Development Team’s website www.projectmaths.ie has teaching and learning plans for
Strands 1 and 2 and other resources for the programme. These are being expanded over time.
The rollout of Project Maths is being informed by the feedback from the initial 24 Project
schools. Hard copies of the finalised syllabuses for Strand 1 and 2 will issue to all schools in
the summer.

There will be two revised syllabus levels at Junior Certificate — Ordinary Level and Higher
Level. Initially, there will also be a Foundation Level examination at Junior Certificate, based
on the revised Ordinary Level syllabus. The necessity for the Foundation Level examination
at junior certificate level will be kept under review. Leaving Certificate Mathematics will
continue to be available at three syllabus levels -- Foundation, Ordinary and Higher, with
corresponding levels of examination papers.

Sample Leaving Certificate examinations papers for Strands 1 and 2 (i.e Paper 2) are on the
State Examinations Commission website at www.examinations.ie Note that these sample
papers relate only to the 2010 examination in the 24 initial schools. The content of the
syllabus has been further amended for the examinations of 2011 and thereafter, and these
sample papers therefore do not necessarily reflect the content or structure of the examination
in 2011 or subsequent years. In that regard, amended or new versions will be made available
in due course.

Please bring this circular to the notice of all mathematics teachers in the school.

Please also provide a copy of this circular to the appropriate representatives of parents and
teachers for transmission to individual parents and teachers.

Margaret Kelly
Principal Officer
March 2010


http://www.projectmaths.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.projectmaths.ie/
http://www.examinations.ie/
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Imlitir 0024/2010
Chuig: Udarais Bainistiochta Scoileanna Dara Leibhéal

Matamaitic don Teastas Soisearach agus don Ardteistiméireacht

1. Ag togail duinn ar obair an Tionscadal Mata a thosaigh i 24 scoileanna i Mean FOmhair
2008, tabharfar isteach clair athbhreithnithe don Mhatamaitic sa Timthriallta Séisearacha
agus Sinsearacha ar bhonn céimnithe insna scoileanna uile ag tost i 2010/11. T& na
leasuchain ceaptha chun tuiscint nios fearr ar an Matamaitic a spreagadh, chun abharthacht
phraiticidil na Matamaitice sa saol laethdil a athneartd, agus chun leantinachas nios fearr a
chinntiu idir an bunleibhéal agus an dara leibhéal, agus idir an Timthriall Séisearach agus
an Timthriall Sinsearach. Ta priomhghnéithe an Tionscadal Mata ceaptha chun

e nasc-chreatlach a sholathar 6n gcuraclam athbhreithnithe bunscoile go dti an dara
leibhéal

e béim nios mo a chur ar thuiscint coincheap matamaitice agus ar fheidhmiu scileanna
agus eolas matamaitice

e cur le forbairt scileanna ardoird smaointeoireachta, san ireamh réasanu loighiciuil
agus réiteach fadhbanna

e Dbreis mac léinn a spreagadh chun gabhail don Mhatamaitic ag an Ardleibhéal

e bunoilitint daingean a sholathar a ullmhaionn mic léinn do ghairmréimeanna san
eolaiocht, sa teicneolaiocht, san innealltdireacht, sa ghn6 n6 sna daonnachtai

Foralann an Tionscadal Mata do shamhail forbartha ghairmidil facina gcuirfear an t-athrd i
bhfeidhm i réimsi éagsula den Mhatamaitic ar bhonn céimnithe. Céimneofar an curaclam
isteach thar tri bliana agus cuimseofar na cuig snaithe seo a leanas den Mhatamaitic:

Céim 1: Snaithe 1: Staitistic agus Ddchulacht;
Snaithe 2 céimseata agus triantanacht

Céim 2: Snéithe 3 uimhir; Snéithe 4 ailgéabar
Céim 3: feidhmeanna

Beidh feidhm leis an sceideal seo a leanas i gcomhair cur i bhfeidhm Céime 1:

Céim Snaitheanna Tosaionn 24  Scrlduithe Tosaionn na Scruduithe
an tsiollabais Scoil an Athraithe i 24 Scoileanna  Athraithe insna
Tionscadail Scoil an Uile Scoileanna Uile
Tionscadail
1 1+2 M. Fomh. 2008 TS 2011 Meéan TS 2013
Fomhair 2010
AT 2010 AT 2012



Forbairt ghairmiail

Ta Foireann Forbartha don Tionscadal Mata ceaptha agus beidh siad i dteagmhail go
leantnach le do scoilse maidir le clar cuimsitheach forbartha ghairmiuil do mhuinteoiri. Ta
an tSeirbhis Tacaiochta seo & hostéil ag lonad Oideachais Droim Conrach. Tabharfar
tacaiocht ar bhonn rollaithe de réir mar a fheidhmitear gach aon snéithe den churaclam agus
leanfaidh an tacaiocht ar aghaidh go dti 2013 ar a laghad. Tathar ag infheistit €56m sa réimse
seo i 2010 mar chuid den infheistit leanunach.

| dteannta leis an oilitint atathar ag solathar go naisiunta, ta cursa ceardlann réigitnacha faoi
Usaid an TFC chun Snaitheanna 1 agus 2 den Mhata a mhudineadh le fail anois i gcomhar leis
an Larionad Naisiunta don Teicneolaiocht san Oideachas. | dteannta leis sin, ta éascaitheoiri
aitidla oilte ag an lonad Barr Feabhais i Mdineadh agus Foghlaim na Matamaitice agus na
hEolaiochta in Ollscoil Luimnigh agus ag an bhFoireann Forbartha don Tionscadal Mata
chun ceardlanna breise a sholathar faoi Snaithe 1: Dochdlacht & Staitistic. Ta sonrai faoi
dhatai agus ionaid do na cursai seo ar www.projectmaths.ie

Siollabais

Ta dréacht-shiollabais do Charsa Comdnta Tosaigh ag tosach an timthrialla soisearaigh, agus
do Snéitheanna 1, 2, 3 agus 4, le fail ar shuiomh gréasain an CNCM ag www.ncca.ie. Ina
theannta sin, t& abhair acmhainne do mhic lIéinn le fail ar an suiomh seo i gcomhair
Snéitheanna 1 agus 2. T4 pleananna muinteoireachta agus foghlama i gcomhair Snaitheanna
1 agus 2 agus acmhainni eile don chlar ar shuiomh gréasain na Foirne Forbartha don
Tionscadal Mata www.projectmaths.ie T& siad seo & leathnt de réir a chéile. Ta rolli amach
an Tionscadal Mata faoi réir ag an aiseolas 6 24 scoil tosaigh an Tionscadail. Eiseofar
cruachdipeanna de na siollabais chriochnaitheacha do Snaitheanna 1 agus 2 chuig na
scoileanna go léir sa samhradh.

Beidh dhé leibhéal athbhreithnithe siollabais ann don Teastas Séisearach — Gnathleibhéal
agus Ardleibhéal. I dtosach, beidh Scradd Bonnleibhéal ann don Teastas Soisearach chomh
maith, a bheidh bunaithe ar an siollabas athbhreithnithe Gnathleibhéal. Athbhreithneofar go
rialta an riachtanas leis an Scradu Bonnleibhéal don Teastas Soisearach. Beidh Matamaitic
na hArdteistimeireachta le fail i gcénai ag leibhéil tri shiollabas — Bonnleibhéal,
Gnathleibheal agus Ardleibhéal, le leibhéil paipéar scradaithe da réir sin.

Ta paipéir scrudaithe samplacha Ardteistiméireachta do Snaitheanna 1 agus 2 (i.e Paipéar 2)
ar shuiomh gréasain Choimisian na Scraduithe Stait ag www.examinations.ie Tabhair faoi
deara nach mbaineann na paipéir shamplacha seo ach le scradd 2010 insna 24 scoil tosaigh.
Téathar tar éis breis leasaithe a dhéanamh ar an siollabas do scraduithe 2011 agus ina dhiaidh
sin, agus ni ga go léireodh na paipéir shamplacha seo inneachar na struchtdr an scrudaithe i
2011 né ina dhiaidh sin. Ina leith sin, cuirfear leaganacha leasaithe n6 leaganacha nua ar fail
in am trath.

Cuir an ciorclan seo ar a suile led thoil do na muinteoiri Matamaitice uile sa scoil.

Cuir c6ip den chiorclan seo ar fail chomh maith led thoil d’ionadaithe cui na dtuismitheoiri
agus na muinteoiri lena dtarchur go dti tuismitheoiri agus muinteoiri aonair.

Margaret Kelly
Priomhoifigeach
Marta 2010
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