Presenting the Problem

L et 9 S T h i n k You have three 4s, you may use any

mathematical operations to come up with

A b o u t B ' M D A S as many different answers as possible.

Note: Students are not to use “44” or “444”
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Explaining the Task

Students are first given an example of how the task works:

Using three 7's and the mathematical operations explore
how many different outcomes you can achieve.

7+7-7=17

Order of Operaticns.
Brackets
Indices
Division

7+7+7=21

Multiplication

Addition

Subtraction

Prior Knowledge & Students working on Presentation of Summing up &
Posing the Task the problem Solutions & Ceardafocht Reflection
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Reflecting on the Learning

The lesson went very well, that it was pitched to the correct level and that the students benefited from it

and appeared to enjoy it. We were particularly pleased to observe active participation by all students u
during the task. We believe this was a result of the teacher’s clear description of the task and use of an
example on the board prior to letting the students begin. It is noteworthy that this was one of the first times Developed by Kieran Carey, Michelle
that the students experienced structured problem solving and yet they had no issues with it. Students were . . . .
self-motivated to carry on and get as many answers as possible. This is in stark contrast to some of our own Cumiskey and Elaine Devlin, with
experiences when first introducing structured problem solving to some of our older classes. We believe this thanks to Liam Doheny MDT and the
highlights the importance of introducing structured problem solving as early as possible in first year. By
introducing it early and using it as often as possible, one will give structured problem solving the best
opportunit?/ of beci)ming par?of classroom cuIFt)ure in post primar)?teaching. ° ° Dundalk, Co. Louth.
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