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10 minutes 

Students working on 
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10 minutes 

Presentation of  
Solutions & Ceardaíocht 

20 minutes 

Summing up & 
Reflection 
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We were surprised by what methods students were initially drawn to when beginning the problem solving 

process. We noticed that student didn’t opt to solve the problem using, what we considered, the most naïve 

method of solving. Higher level students were less likely to begin solving the problem using the cutting 

methods. These students seemed confused by the number of worksheets provided and instead looked for a 

formula or a more mathematical method to solve the task.  In contrast the ordinary level students were content 

with the number of worksheet they had to solve the problem. They were more adventurous and explored a 

number of options to find the answer. Students did achieve their learning goals. At the end of the lesson 

students were aware that there were a number of methods that could be applied to derive the correct answer  

. 

You have to decide between two parties: 
Nicola has invited nine people and is 
ordering nine twelve-inch pizzas. Claire 
has invited nine people but she is only 
ordering four eighteen-inch pizzas. Which 
will provide them with the most pizza? 


